Crystallization and preliminary X-ray diffraction studies of an a1/alpha 2/DNA ternary complex.
Crystals have been obtained of a ternary complex containing the yeast a1/alpha 2 homeodomain heterodimer bound to a 21-base pair DNA site containing two 5' overhanging bases at each end. The crystals are grown from cobaltic hexamine and form in space group P6(1) or P6(5) with a = b = 133 A, c = 45.4 A. Crystals that are flash-frozen at -179 degrees C diffract to 2.7 A along the c-axis and to 2.4 A in perpendicular directions. The crystals contain one protein-DNA complex in the crystallographic asymmetric unit.